
Oromia has 9 million hectares of forests, which  accounts 

for 41% of the total national forest cover 

Pilots such as the renowned Humbo Assisted 

Natural Regeneration Project in southwest 

Ethiopia have demonstrated socio-economic 

and environmental benefits of carbon           

financing for improved land use in a small, 

degraded landscape. 

The Government of Ethiopia selected Oromia because it is 

the state with the most forest cover in the country and hosts 

the first REDD+ project in Ethiopia, the Bale Mountains Eco-

regional REDD+ Project. 

The OFLP aims to reduce net greenhouse gas emissions  

and improve sustainable forest management throughout the region.  

The OFLP addresses drivers of deforestation and forest degradation in an integrated way, convening sectors, 

stakeholders and support for coordinated action on investment, incentives and institutions. Considering the 

trade-offs and synergies between different land uses, such as agriculture, energy, and forest protection, the 

OFLP offers integrated solutions that serve multiple objectives.  

As a strategic programmatic umbrella and coordination platform for multi-sector, multi-partner interventions on 

all forested landscapes in Oromia this long-term program will contribute to a transformational change in how 

landscapes are managed. The benefits go beyond emission reductions to include poverty reduction and         

resilient livelihoods, biodiversity conservation, and water provisioning services important for Ethiopia’s current 

and future energy profile.  

Oromia Forested Landscape Program (OFLP)  



Program Activities  

Local level action State-level action 

 On-the-ground forest actions: 

 Participatory Forest Management, 

Afforestation/Reforestation 

 Landscape planning  

 Extension services  

 Marketing for alternative household 

energy  

 Advisory services for community-

based natural resources enterprises 

 Establishing the systems needed 

for scaling-up:  

 Measurement, Reporting and 

Verification for Emission        

Reduction payments 

 Monitoring & Evaluation 

 Safeguards management 

 Strategic communication 

 Coordination mechanisms 

 Financing mechanisms 

 Benefit Sharing Mechanism 

OFLP WILL CREATE A PLATFORM FOR JOINT ACTION 

Partnerships are critical to act at scale. The program will also serve 

as a coordination framework, enabling Oromia to mobilize, 

coordinate and scale up funding from several different sources.  

 Partnership with Existing Projects — The Bale Mountains Eco-

regional REDD+ Project, which is currently seeking carbon payments 

will be ‘nested’ into the OFLP. Other ongoing projects, such as the 

Productive Safety Net Program, the Sustainable Land Management 

Program, the Agricultural Growth Program, contribute to OFLP’s 

objectives and will be mutually beneficial. 

 Public-Private Partnership — OFLP is focused on partnering with 

private firms involved in the coffee supply chain to help “forest-proof” 

the sourcing of commodities and redirect market forces towards more 

sustainable land management practices. A partnership between the 

International Finance Corporation, Nespresso and the BioCarbon 

Fund Initiative for Sustainable Forest Landscapes has been already 

established to help coffee farmers in Oromia get needed financing 

and improve agricultural practices to boost productivity and quality in 

a sustainable, climate-smart way. 

 Crowd-in financing — Donors’ grants, the  Development Bank of 

Ethiopia, the Climate Resilient Green Economy Facility, farmers’ own 

investments, market development and the government budget could 

contribute to the OFLP platform. 

The OFLP will foster equitable and sustainable low carbon development through:  

 on-the-ground activities that address deforestation, reduce land-use-based emissions, and enhance forest 

 carbon stocks — enabling investments;  

 and statewide and local enhancements to institutions, incentives, information, and safeguards management to 

 scale up investment — enabling environment. 

OFLP initial sources of funding 

 Upfront mobilization grant of US$ 18 

million for five years to fund actions 

to improve the enabling environment 

plus investments on the ground to 

expand and protect forests  

 Results-based payments for carbon 

emission reductions of up to US$50 

million paid within up to 10 years: a 

pledge to pay for carbon emission 

reductions from the Oromia regional 

state upon third party verification 

 Coordinated parallel financing from  

other partners, programs and      

projects  


